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President's Message
by Anne Burke
Thank you for your support of Nose
Hill and your continued support of the
Friends of Nose Hill Society. As we
move into Fall (and the "fourth wave"
of COVID-19) please renew your
membership. Although we do not
accept e-transfers, we welcome
cheques or money orders (sent to our
Brentwood Postal Box) with your
mailing address, telephone number,
and email address. I want to thank the
Board members for persevering during
this worldwide pandemic, which has
touched so many families. We have
been able to publish our seasonal
newsletters, but not offer our regular
programming, due to changing
healthcare protocols and social
restrictions. For this reason, we are
publishing some photos, from happier
times, of our "Crocus Cruise",
wildflower walks, and bird-interpretive
talks.

Birdwalk, May 12, 2018

We encourage you to join our Public
Facebook, which now lists 284 members,
who post news and share views about
Nose Hill. Our outreach column, "News
from the Friends of Nose Hill", is still
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published by Great News Media in NW
community newsletters. If you do not
receive a printed issue by Canada Post,
you can go online. There is a link from our
website at: fonhs.org. Or go to:
mycalgary.com/magazines/, "City", then
"Parks, Pets, Places" or scroll down to
"NW Calgary Community Newsletters".
Our goal is public education about how
important Nose Hill Natural Environment
Park is, as the "People's Park"; its ongoing
management and civic issues, and
especially its preservation as a legacy for
future generations.

like this beside a path, you did wonder
whether it applied to the whole area you
had just walked through, one side of the
path or both."

As I write, there is a Federal Election,
with Municipal and School Board Trustees
to follow. The Ward 4 Councillor has
concerns about excessive and overflow
parking by cars on Edgemont Boulevard
near the Edgemont parking lot entrance,
since it presents a safety hazard for Park
users and others. One option is to enlarge
the parking lot outside the Park. Bylaw
enforcement begins with education but
extends to fines and other penalties.
New sign on Nose Hill
The City will review the use and
success of the "alcohol in the parks" pilot
program and report back to City Council
in November 2021. Drinking is only
permitted with food while at designated
picnic tables, which will be marked with
signage. Other Bylaws, such as the Parks
and Pathway Bylaw, the Community
Standards Bylaw, and all drinking and
driving laws, still apply. Thankfully, the
focus is more on local parks rather than
large regional spaces, so as not to
encourage people to drive to a spot where
they’ll be drinking.
The New Signs for Nose Hill (see
photo) have been contentious. Here is one
opinion. Re FONHS and 64 Ave: "An
improvement that I can see is the arrow
pointing to the area involved....much
clearer. Before, if you came upon a sign

City Bylaw says: “Before you can
write a ticket, you need to make sure that
there is signage so people understand what
they cannot do.” However, not everybody
agrees. "They are not suddenly going to be
'good citizens' because the city has erected
a large number of highly visible ugly
signs." A Nose Hill supporter from Ottawa
wrote: "The serenity of the forest was
completely compromised by this relentless
determination to regulate dog walkers. It
didn’t work, but certainly destroyed the
concept of the forest being serene. I fear
this is happening in Nose Hill."
Join our Entrance Keepers Program,
where regular Park users document
damage they come across and report it.
The following submission is from a
Friends of Nose Hill member.
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Good afternoon, thought I would send
you a few photos from Nose Hill on 64th
parking lot. I am so annoyed at people
with very little respect. For the longest
time when there was the steel wire fence
there was always some jerk that would
cut the wire, the city would fix it but the
next couple of days it would be cut again
and again and again! Last year the city
put up a great wooden fence and guess
what? Some people don’t know what a
trail head is so they take a shortcut here
and there and by doing that they wrecked
the fence. It makes me angry to see no
respect and no pride in having a most
beautiful park. My hubby and I enjoy a
walk on Nose Hill every day. Thank you.

Fortunately, the fencing has since been
repaired. If you want to report a problem,
phone 3-1-1, and ask for the assigned
number, so that you can follow up. Many
think there should be more enforcement.

Recently, the Society was contacted
about "Harvesting of Medicinal Plants" on
Nose Hill by an organized group
advertising on the internet. Removing
plants is prohibited in nature areas.
Vegetation 24. (1) A person must not
engage in any activity in a park that
disturbs or damages park vegetation. (2) A
person must not remove any park
vegetation, including weeds, without a
permit. BYLAW NUMBER 11M2019.
City Parks permits removal of "sage" only
by First Nations. The North Area Parks
Superintendent contacted the uninformed
group to explain the situation. This is a
first step, before City Bylaw levies fines.
Another challenge is the misuse of
bikes on the precious "escarpment" area of
slopes which are protected in the Nose Hill
Park Trail and Pathway Plan. We were
asked: "Has the Parks Department just
given up on the rules about keeping to
official paths? The slopes of Nose Hill are
now crisscrossed with mountain bike
trails. It is so upsetting." More of what we
heard: "The Park has taken a beating from
over-use with the social separation
prescribed to individuals. But, in
particular, the bikes’ fat tires are shredding
the unpaved trails. Any thoughts? Should
we (the City that is) moderate or outright
ban this activity in the interests of the
Park's and animals' survival?"
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The Ward Councillor responded. "I do
know that the city knows about this
problem in Nose Hill Park and they have
been working to find ways to minimize the
damage. The city did close many routes
made by bikes and tried to direct them to
the proper pathways. They try to educate
the public about this. I’ve also asked the
city to increase enforcement, unfortunately
that isn't satisfactory. However, I will
notify the city again about this and ask
them to find more ways to limit the bikes
and increase enforcement."

The Society was also asked to support
a proposal for Public Art to be built in the
interior of Nose Hill Park. Since this
would create an unwelcome precedent, we
have posted that policy on our website.
We contacted the Ward Councillor, who
also opposed the plan for sculptures. He
asked, "How could Calgary Arts
Development approve a Public Art
proposal which the City of Calgary knows
nothing about?" Indeed. A recommended
alternative was to install them in the
parking lot (outside the Park), where the
public could help prevent vandalism.

___________________________
Following are some messages received, after minor editing .
Re: What can I do for Nose Hill?
Hello, I have used Nose Hill occasionally over the past several years. Recently I have
been using the hill at least a couple times a week for walk/jog type activities as I am currently
in semi retirement. My plan now is to continue to use this as a fitness regimen going forward
as I love the outdoors and I am really starting to appreciate the hill itself. If I can be of any
use, monitoring anything there, be it wildlife, path erosion, parking entrance etc., I would
love to help. Just so you know I am (or was ) a geologist and I am familiar with all other
aspects of nature. In my last two visits I noticed two signs down. (Trail closed for restoration
signs). One I hammered back in loosely with a rock. The other I left on the ground thinking
maybe it was authorized to be taken out and I shouldn't be tinkering with this stuff. If you
would like me to fix these or any others, I can easily bring a rubber mallet next time and
pound them back in the ground, as I can see the erosion left by people walking and biking on
these, when they are muddy. This is causing ruts and water channelling. I can also take
pictures of these trails if it would help. Please contact me if I can be of any help, as I am
looking for a way to give back to the community. (I’m not a member yet but will join soon).
_____________________________
Roger Wheate wrote: Greetings from Prince George:
I just received my FONHS update, and was delighted to see your email address at the top.
Great to see it continues to thrive after we started it in 1992. Congratulations on staying with
the society all these years and it’s great to see other dedicated and talented people involved.
Calgary (and Nose Hill) still seem to be much like home even after 25 years away; I do enjoy
having the forests here, but miss the Rockies’ skyline from the hill. The view would be very
reassuring during these COVID times. Best wishes, Roger.
______________________________

5
The latest newsletter just arrived. Such a change from early days, now all the modern
stuff of clicking on something and reading more information. It is all quite astonishing. I
have a collection of newsletters and information from Nose Hill society: the earliest is from
May 15, 1995. Do you think any of it would be of interest to the society? The hill being
saved is such a joy for the city, and when driving north from downtown one can look up and
see it and be glad it is not covered in houses. A long time member of FONHS.
Yes copies of the past newsletters and society information will be very important to
collect. Should you wish to deposit them you can mail them to me directly at our address on
the website. I will personally make certain they form part of the Nose Hill Archives
Collection now at Taylor Family Digital Library, University of Calgary.
#CityNatureYYC Results are IN!
Calgary had an amazing performance this year! We are so proud of the naturalist and
citizen science community for getting outside and showing the world the incredible
biodiversity we have in #yyc! There were 267 people who shared their observations on
iNaturalist April 30-May 10. Together we recorded over 660 species (many still to be
identified to a species level). With 6,689 observations uploaded to date, Calgary holds the
Canadian record for the most CNC observations ever made during the event! It was not only
our best year ever for participation, species, and observations, but there was tremendous
growth in the distribution of observations made across the city. Primarily in the SE where
few observations were made in 2019 and 2020. (Perhaps due to the amazing birds that were
visiting Ralph Klein Park and other wetlands). View a few highlights here:
https://www.instagram.com/p/COtOwAYB8Tc/ (from Matt Wallace, Freelance Urban
Ecologist & Citizen Science Coordinator, Bsc. Geography (Honors), University of Calgary
https://www.citizenblitz.ca | https://www.citynatureyyc.ca

Protecting urban wildlife:
A pathway to conservation and sustainable biodiversity. .
Urbanization is a major driver of environmental change and is closely linked to loss of
biodiversity. Developing biodiversity-friendly cities and protecting urban wildlife promotes
sustainable urban development and the well being of many populations, including people. In
this webinar, Dr. Shelley Alexander (Professor, Dept. of Geography) and Danah Duke
(Executive Director, Miistakis Institute) discussed how enhancing biodiversity can lead to
a more livable Calgary.
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Now you can watch a free video recording of this Webinar #8
from 21 April, 2021.
https://research.ucalgary.ca/one-health/news-and-events/past-events
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New members can join the Friends of Nose Hill Society by using this form:
Friends of Nose Hill Society
Membership Year: 2022
$20.00
Name__________________________________________ RENEWAL

NEW

Address________________________________________
__________________________________________
Phone Number_________________ E-mail address________________________
Please return this form with your cheque or money order to:
Friends of Nose Hill, PO Box 45024, Calgary, Alberta T2L 1Y4
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The Friends of Nose Hill invite
submissions of articles, poems, thoughts,
drawings or photographs from members,
visitors and others who have experienced
the Hill. We will do our best to print all
submissions, but because of space
limitations, we reserve the right to edit as
necessary.
Please include your name and phone
number with submissions.

The views expressed are those of
individuals and do not necessarily
reflect those of the FONHS

The Friends on Facebook
The Friends of Nose Hill have a Facebook Group. If you
are a Facebook member, check out the group: “Friends of
Nose Hill Society”. It has 284 members and 2615 photos
so far. Feel free to post your stories, photos, comments
and questions about the Park.
Members who would like to receive future issues of the
Friends of Nose Hill Newsletter by e-mail should send an
e-mail message with their request to: ervan@ucalgary.ca
New members can join the Friends of Nose Hill by mailing $20.00 to:
Friends of Nose Hill Society
PO Box 45024, Brentwood Post Office
Calgary, Alberta T2L 1Y4

